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Foreign MWMiscellany. 


HISTORICAL SKETCH OF MILITARY PUN. 
ISHMENTS, &c., &c.—(Continued from p. 136.) 





Reprimand.—Non-commissioned officers or private 
soldiers are seldom sentenced by a court martial to 
be reprimanded. There is a very remarkable instance, 
however, on record, of a corporal being formally re- 
primanded by a general officer, apparently as a com- 
mutation of a sentence of another kind. The matter 
will appear in the animadversion made by the gene- 
ral officer, to whom the proceedings were reported, 
in his orders to the garrison. 


“Orders by Lieutenant General Cornwallis, Com- 
manding at Gibraliar, March 17, 1764. 

“ Lieutenant B , of the 54th regiment, tried 
by a general court martial, and found guilty of leay- 
ing his guard, contrary to orders, is adjudged by the 
court to receive a public reprimand from the Gover- 
nor. The Governor does, therefore, in this public 
manner, reprimand him, and orders him to be re- 
leased from arrest.” 

*¢ Corporal James, of the same regiment, com- 
manding the signal-house guard, was*tried by a re- 
gimental court martial, the same day, for a like ne- 
glect of duty, and was ordered to be reduced, and to 
receive two hundred lashes. ‘The Governor pardons 
him, thinking a neglect of duty in a commissioned 
officer more heinous than in a non-commissioned of. 
ficer, who is not supposed to have the same educa- 
tion, and is, of course, more liable toerr. Justice is 
the same in high rank asin low. Lieutenant Bond 
gave him as good a character in his situation as 
Lieut. Colonel Welsh did the Lieutenant. There. 
fore, to do strict justice to both, the Governor repri- 
mands in this public manner Corporal James.” 

The General is supposed to have fallen into an irre. 
gularity in commuting the judgment passed by the 
court martial, unless he be considered to have remit- 
ted the sentence, and then to have given the repri- 
mand, as he certainly had a right to do, in virtue of 
his own authority. 

According to the remarks upon the following 
case, it appears that there are cogent objections to 
the sentencing of non-commissioned officers and sol- 
diers to be reprimanded. 

« Bengal Presidercy.—General Orders. 22d July, 
1820.—Sergeant Major R, Gibson, of the 4th Regi- 
ment of Light Cavalry, was arraigned, &c. 

«¢ Sentence.—To be reprimanded in such a manner 
as his Excellency the Commander-in-chief may di- 


rect. 

‘* Disapproved. Hastines.” 

‘The Commander-in-chief disapproves of the 
above decision * * * In the first place a repri- 
goand from the head of the army to a non-commis- 
sioned officer is not suited to the situation of the lat- 
ter. The efficacy of such a reproof to a commis- 
sioned officer depends on his feeling that as it is 
rarely resorted to, and thence implies serious misbe. 
havior in him to whom it is addressed, it will ma. 








terially affect him in the estimation of the society in 
which he moves. The application, therefore, of a 
reprimand to a non.commissioned officer, is not only 
objectionable from rendering it common, but is idle 
with regard to an individual whom it will little dis- 
parage in his humble circle of acquaintance.” 


Notwithstanding the publication of these remarks 
in general orders, an European general court mar. 
tial was holden at Maulmein, 22d July, 1835, Capt. 
Mair, 62d regiment, president, for the trial of a Se. 
poy, who was accused of permitting the escape of 
a prisoner, which found the prisoner guilty of the 
charge, and sentenced him to be severely reprimand. 
ed, in such manner as the officer confirming these 
proceedings may be pleased to direct. The decision 
of the Commander-in-chief in this case was as fol- 
lows: j 

‘“« Disapproved. Reprimand not being a punish. 
ment suited to the degree of a private soldier. 

* R. W. O’CaLiacuan, 
“« Lieut. Gen. and Commander-in-chief. 

Vituperation and Abuse.—This was another of 
the punishments to which soldiers were liable, and 
which was often very liberally exhibited. “In the 
course of my service,” says an old officer, ‘I have 
been shocked to hear the expressions made use of by 
some officers in command of regiments. What can 
tolerate or excuse such words as these? ‘I will 
flog your guts out, you rascal ;’ ‘I will cut the flesh 
off your bloody back ;’ and other expressions more 
ungentlemanlike and inhuman.” A commanding 
officer of a corps concluded an address to the men 
in the following emphatic words: ‘ If you,” said he, 
‘‘ will furnish backs, I will provide cats for them.” 

“The soldier,” says Major Macnamara, was treat. 
ed as an unruly child in a workhouse—fed, clothed, 
and flogged, but never instructed, never reasoned 
with. ‘* You have no business to think, sir, was a 
sentence often addressed to him, ‘ but to do as you 
are bid,’ and the sentence was generally concluded 
by a gentlemanlike, charitable, and encouraging 
‘and be damned to you.’ Swearing and abuso were, 
indeed, the only accomplishments within the sol. 
dier’s reach. His officers swore, his non-commis- 
sioned officers swore, and his comrades never once 
addressed one another without swearing.” Swearing 
was at one time so common, that it became to be con- 
sidered an indispensable specific for preserving disci- 


-pline and carrying on public duty. It was supposed by 


some that it added dignity and weight to the orders 
which were given—that it was a manly qualifica. 
tion; and it has often been asserted that a British 
soldier never thought his offiter in earnest with him 
unless he swore at him. When the habit of swear. 
ing prevailed in all ranks in the army, an officer 
could with very little consietency check his men for 





it; but this absurdity sometimes happened, “J 
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have heard an old officer,’ says an author whom 


I have frequently quoted, ‘“ I mean in point of age, 
correcting a man of his company who had sworn in 


his hearing, and with the most horrid curses and im- 
precations on himself, assured him that he would 
put the Articles of War in execution against him the 
first time he swore again.” By the Articles of War 
a soldier ‘is to forfeit twelve pence” upon being con- 
victed of profane swearing. 

No action on the part of a soldier can justify the 
abuse of a superior, or a threat urged in terms of 
abuse. ‘ Abuse,” says an old soldier, ‘‘deadens the 
heart; kindness wins the affections. Threatenings 
infuse into the obdurate bosom a callous indifference, 
whilst calm admonition sucks the sting from the 
most hardened mind. Severity creates hatred ; mer- 
cy, love. I have known private and parental admo. 
nitions by commanding officere wean the most des- 
perate dispositions, on which severity had exercised 
its greatest power without reforming; each blow of 
retribution stole from the heart the few remaining 
sparks of manhood, and the debased individual at 
last fell like a brute into the grave. Kindness will 
ever be found the best antidote to crime ; severity its 


most active source.” Prince Henry, the brother of 


Frederick If, King of Prussia, severely reprobated 
the harsh treatment of soldiers. He used to say to 
his officers, “ if a soldier performs an evolution ill 
you have not practised him sufficiently at it. Exer- 
cise him an additional hour or two in the evening, 
and he will be sufficiently punished. If you strike 
him, you punish him on account of your own idle. 
ness.” 

The principal punishments inflicted upon soldiers 
subsequently to the year 1790, by military law, and 
military usage, were death, and flegging with the 
cat-of-nine-tails. ‘The minor punishments inflicted 


_by a commanding officer were imprisonment in a 


guard-house or black-hole—in which case bread and 
water was the usual diet. Extra duties, &c. 

Pecuniary fines had long ceased to be awarded as 
a punishment for military crimes ; but when martial 
law was proclaimed in Ireland, in 1798, this mode of 
punishment appears to have beefl temporarily re- 
stored. In this year (1795) the following proclama- 
tion was issued : 

*'To True Innasrrants or BeLrast. 

“ This isto give notice that if any person is taken 
up by the patrols afler ten o’clock he will be fined 
five shillings for the benefit of the poor. If the de. 
linquent is not able to pay five shillings, he will be 
brought to a drum-head court martial, and will re. 
ceive one hundred lashes. 

“James Denuam, 
‘ ** Colonel Commandant.” 

By this notice, Colonel Denham seems to have 
considered five shillings equivalent to one hundred 
lashes, and any man who could not raise five shillings 
might be flogged as a matter of course. 

In practice, flogging was almost the only punish- 
ment employed, as at this time confinement had not 
been much thought of as a mode of chastisement. 
Hence crimes very different in character and enor. 
mity were punished by the same degrading mode 
of infliction. We learn from Dr. Hamilton that pri- 





vate Anthony Gregory, of the 10th foot, was pun- 
ished with a hundred lashes for suffering the queue 
of his hair to drop off when on duty, which, perhaps, 
he had that morning rather carelessly tied on ; and 
I have, as late as 1811, seen an African recruit, who 
did not know a word of our language, brought to a 
drum-head court martial and flogged, in consequence 
of some of his appointments being less clean than 
they ought to have been. Unsteadiness in the ranks, 
caused, perhaps, by a man brushing a fly from his 
face, and the disgraceful offence of stealing from a 
comrade, met with a similar chastisement, differing, 
perhaps, a little in the amount of infliction, but the 
same in ignominy. By this means the moral judg- 
ments of officers were in some measure confounded ; 
as offences which received the same kind of punish- 
ment come to be considered as of the same guilt. 
Use and wont was the rule in regard to this kind of 
punishment, while the amount or severity of the in- 
fliction was entirely optional with a court martial, 
which might sentence a man to receive an unlimited 
number of lashes, or to be slightly censured, as to 
the members might seem meet. Hence it will ap- 
pear that the ferocious severity of military punish- 
ments depended upon the practica] administration 
of the military law, not upon any specific enactment 
of the law itself—the judges, not the statutes. But 
it would appear that Government considered enor. 
mous inflictions expedient when it so obstinately re- 
sisted every ajtempt which was made to restrain the 
powers of courts martial by fixing a moderate maxi- 
mum of punishment, so as to meliorate their sangui- 
nary sentences. Instances were daily occuring which 
showed that no body of men should be invested with 
the power of awarding unlimited punishments. 

In the ** Conversations of Paley,” by the Rev. Mr. 
Best, a case is recorded which may be here noticed. 
About the end of the last century several regiments 
of boys were raised for the purpose of being sent to 
India. One of these regiments was quartered at 
Lincoln. ‘The cat-of-nine-tails, though administer- 
ed,” says Mr. Best, “as was supposed, with due re- 
gard to the tender age of these young soldiers, was 
not idle. One boy died a day or two after a punish- 
ment. The officers, shocked at the event, wished to 
impute it to some other causc—the previous state of 
the boy’s health—some mismanagement. We met 
at dinner on the day of the poor lad’s -burial. Of 
course, the conversation fell on this topic, Paley 
said ‘it is a pity that the officers should endeavor to 
excuse the matter. All the world must see that if 
the boy had not been flogged he would not have died. 
It is dn unlucky accident.’ One officer of the regi- 
ment was present, a very young man. He was 
praised for the unaffected sensibility which he mani- 
fested on the occasion—he was not ashamed to shed 
tears.” 

The subject of corporal punishment was brought 
prominently forward by Sir Robert Wilson, in a let- 
ter which he addressed to the Right Hon. Wil 
liam Pitt, in 1804. ‘lhe work is entitled “ An Ja- 
quiry into the Present State of the Military Force of 
the British Empire, with a View to its Reorgani- 
zation.” In this inquiry the author asserts, that the 
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principal checks to recruiting are comprised in the 
system of enlisting for life, and the frequency of cor. 
poral punishments. “ There is no mode of punish. 
ment,” says Sir Robert, ‘‘so disgraceful as flogging, 
and none more inconsistent with the military char- 
acter, which should be esteemed as the essence of 
honor and the pride of manhood ; but when what 
should be used but in very extreme cases as the uléi- 
mum supplicum, producing the moral death of the 
criminal, becomes the common penalty for offences 
in which there is uo moral turpitude, or but a petty 
violation of martial law, the evil requires serious at- 
tention. How .many soldiers, whose prime of life 
has been passed in the service, and who have be- 
haved with unexceptionable conduct, have been 
whipped eventually for an accidental indiscretion ; 
an absence from tatoo-beating, or even a dirty shirt. 
Intoxication in an odious vice; and since the Duke 
of York has been at the head of the army, officers 
have ceased to pride themselves upon the insensate 
capability of drinking; but, nevertheless, flogging is 
too severe as a general punishment, for what has been 
the practice of officers, and also most decidedly fails 
in correcting the disposition to drink. Cleanliness is 
a virtue, and highly essential for the health of the 
soldier ; but surely there are a thousand ways of en- 
forcing attention to dress, and producing a love of 
decent appearance, without having recourse to such 
rigor as corporal punishment. Absence from quar- 
ters is a great fault, and must be checked; but is 





at first sight to be quite incompatible with the com. 
passionate intentions usually shown by Frederick to 
criminals.” Irresponsible power and vicious training, 
may, through long practice, render individuals, ‘na- 
turally humane, unreasonably severe. Men make sys- 
tems, and systems make men. Men may be trained 
to inhumanity as well as to benevolence. Young offi- 
cers who see harsh measures only adopted for the re- 
formation of soldiers, are very apt to practise severe 
treatment when they attain rank and influence. The 
principle which seemed to pervade Frederick’s policy 
was this, that the more severely the army is governed, 
the safer it is to treat the rest of the community 
with lenity. 

The fact stated by Sir Robert, cannot be denied, 
nor the conclusions to which he arrives, refuted; in- 
deed, they carry conviction along with them. It will 
also be recollected, that his suggestion are the result 
of experience and observations, and an anxious inte- 
rest in the efficiency and honor of the army. ‘ Cor- 
poral punishments,” says our author, “ought to be 
so rare in the British service, that whenever inflicted, 
such an event should be considered as remarkable, 
and then the impression would be advantageous; but 
the eye is now so familiarized to such spectacles, that . 
the sight is no longer sickening or disgusting ; and 
consequently, as indifference gains ground, hope of 
improvement by example must recede.” 

The ingenuity of officers should be exercised to 
devise modes of mitigating the punishment, and yet 


there no allowance to be made for young men, and | maintaining discipline. If the heart be well dispos. 
the temptations which may occur to seduce such an ‘ed, a thousand different methods of treating offences 
occasional neglect of duty ? Would not confinement | will suggest themselves ; but, to prescribe positive 
for an evening or two afterwards, be a sufficient mor- | penalties for breaches of duty is impossible, since no 
tification ? two cases are exactly similar. Unfortunately, many 

« Officers are too familiarized to consider soldiers ' officers will not give themselves the trouble to consi- 
as mere machines, who are insensible to kind treat-| der how they can be merciful. Corporal punishments 
ment, and on whose minds no reasoning can operate; ' never yet reformed a corps, but they have totally 
but if they would remember that man is an intellect- | ruined many a man, who would have proved, under 
ual being, susceptible of reflection, and endowed with | milder treatment, a meritorious soldier. They break 
faculties, they should at least try the experiment! the spirit without amending the disposition. Whilst 
fairly, and endeavor to ascertain whether those vi-!the lash strips the back, despair writhes round the 
cious habits, to which the lower classes are often ad- heart; and the miserable culprit, viewing himself as 
dicted, may not be corrected by lenient measures, and fallen below the rank of his fellow species, can no 
a frequent appeal to their characters as soldiers. 1 am | jonger attempt the recovery of his station in society. 
positive that the amour propre of man, except in |Can the brave man, and he endowed with any gene. 
very bad subjects indeed, is always to be excited, that! rosity of feeling, forget the mortifying, vile condition 
the esprit du corps of regiments may always be form. | in which he was exposed? Does not therefore the 
ed, and that every soldier may be rendered proud of cat-of-nine-tails defeat the object of punishment? It 
his profession, interested in the perservation of its|is to be remembered, that flogging is the common 
honor, and be sensibly affected by its disgrace.” treatment—not an awful extraordinary example. 

What may be considered remarkable in connection | And is not a mode of punishment too severe, which 
with this subject is, that many individuals who dis-| for ever degrades and renders abject ? Instead of 
play great aversion to the infliction of severe punish- | upholding the character as entitled to the respect of 
ments in civil life, show no such forbearance in re-|the community, this system renders him despicable 
gard to the army. This apparent inconsistency was | in his own eyes, and the object of opprobrium in the 
very obvious in the case of Frederick II., of Prussia, | State, or of mortifying commiseration. 


who, although he evinced much reluctance to putting 
to death even the greatest criminals, showed no dis- 
position to meliorate the laws which regulated the 
military. The Prussian discipline was one of the 
strictest and harshest kind, “The barbarity of these 
military punishments,” says Lord Dover, his biogra- 
pher, ‘tat which humanity shudders, would appear 





If we could impress upon the mind of the delin. 
quent an idea that the efforts that we are making, 
are really intended for his welfare, our object would 
be in a great measure accomplished. There is no 
human being so stupid or so wicked, as not to con- 
cur to the utmost of his power in measures evidently 


calculated to relieve him from suffering. We should 
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never forget that corporal inflictions are not applied 
to inert matter; but on a sentient and intelligent 
being, capable not merely of bodily suffering, but 
endowed with feelings of remorse, sorrow, penitence, 
and shame, which vary in every individual, and are 
implanted by nature in the human bosom. Even 
the unfortunate individuals who are confined in luna- 
tic asylums, are found to be subordinate, and to act 
rationally, in proportion as they are treated like rea- 
sonable beings. 

All the known punishments which involve the in- 
fliction of pain, when legally imposed, imply degra- 
dation and disgrace; and I firmly believe that that 
sentiment is experienced by soldiers to a greater de- 
gree than by the general population. Degradation 
is unfavorable to improvement ; it is apt to excite a 
resentful feeling, a sentiment highly destructive of 
good discipline, or ultimate reformation. ‘ Where 
there is most whipping,” says Dr. Hamilton, { Duties 
of a Regimental Surgeon,) “ there will be found most 
disobedience, for few men can imitate the spaniel, 
and fawn the more the oftener they are beaten; hu- 
man nature revolts at this, and reason cries out 
against it. Flogging only serves to harden.” As an 
evidence of the truth of this conclusion, I may state 
the following fact: A soldier belonging to — regt., 
who had been frequently punished, was brought to 
the halberts; and when he was under the infliction 
of the cat, he turned round to the officer, and ex- 
claimed, with a laugh, ‘‘ Well, I get my three thou- 
sand a year, which is more than many of you can 
say!” ‘The heart and the back, says my authority, 
are gradually but simultaneously hardened, till after 
a time the infliction of flogging is considered of little 
importance. 

‘1 have known,” says an old soldier, (Sketches 
and ‘Tales of a Soldier’s Life,) ‘regiments entirely 
demoralized by a system of flogging. In a particular 
corps that came under my observation, and which for 
some time bore the nick-name of the bloody regiment, 
the consequence of this system was, thut all sense of 
shame was lost, and every blackguard made it a 
boast of manhood that he had received thousands of 
lashes on his back, and on the calves of his legs, nay, 
on the fleshy part of his thighs; he who could name 
the greatest number considered himself the most ho- 
norable soldier.” 

On the other hand, [ have known regiments in 
which a drummer had scarcely ever been subjected 
to the hatred of an executioner; the good men were 
so happily encouraged, that vice was put out of coun- 
tenance, and found no refuge in opinion ; every man 
became a censor and a juror, answerable for the con. 
duct of his comrades, and active in supporting the 
honor of his corps. A wise commanding officer can 
find other punishments than the lash, when rewards, 
and the hope of preferment, fail to preserve discipline. 
He knows, that a base punishment, if often resorted 
to, will be little dreaded; his principle of commanding 
is to keep the minds and bodies of his men in a con. 
stant state of activity, agitated by hope, firm in their 
reliance on his justice and mercy, and certain of re- 
ward for meritorious conduct, as well as of deserved 


In civil life, shame, and the fear of blame, are re. 
straining motives capable of preventing a multitude 
of crimes; consequently the civil laws have a softer 
way of correcting than military laws, whose princi. 
ple has hitherto been chiefly that of terror, not that 
moral discipline which inspires a soldier with the 
sentiments of honor and virtue. ‘* Where shame is 
not a consequence of punishment,” says Montesquieu, 
“this must be owing to tyranny, which has inflicted 
the same penalties on villains and honest men ;” and 
he adds, “Where men are deterred only by cruel 
punishments, we may be sure that this must in a 
great measure arise from the violence of the Govern. 
inent, which has used severe penalties for slight 
transgressions.” 
To what extent flogging in the army was practised 
early in the present century, I have no means of 
ascertaining; for, so far as [ know, there is no re- 
turn published of the number of corporal punishments 
inflicted in the British army, prior to 1825. Nume. 
rous isolated facts combine, however, to render it pro- 
bable that flogging was carried to a very great extent 
in the army generally. At the latter end of Octo- 
ber, 1806, the 23th regiment embarked at the Cove 
of Cork, to join the expedition then proceeding to 
Germany. ‘The men were ten weeks on board trans- 
ports, when they reached the city of Bremen, where 
the troops were quartered on the inhabitants from 
two to ten in each house. ‘ During our stay in Bre- 
men,” says Serjeant Teesdale, (a letter addressed to 
the people of England, 1835,) “ which was about six 
weeks, we had a parade to attend morning and after- 
noon. The officers commanding companies received 
orders from Major B to inspect their men close- 
ly, and turn out such as they found dirty to the 
front ; a square was then formed for punishment, and 
the men who had been found fault with, were marched 
in, tried by a drum-head court martial, and flogged 
to a man, without reference to character, There was 
no remission of sentence—no, not a lash. I have 
known from ten to fifteen and twenty-five fellows 
flogged at a parade under this frivolous pretext. This 
practice was continued at every parade until it was 
put a stop to,” probably by Gen. Sir Edward Paget. 
“At one of the above flogging parades, when we 
had been nearly two hours witnessing the horrible 
scene of bloodshed, and when the hands and feet of 
every soldier in the regiment were benumbed from 
cold, and from remaining for such a length of time 
in one position; I say, at one of these parades, a 
brave old soldier, whose character was unimpeacha. 
ble, happened to cough in the rank. He turned his 
head a little on one side to discharge the phlegm, and 
was instantly ordered into the centre of the square, 
stripped of his accoutrements, and placed in front of 
the halberts. He went through the mock form of 
trial, by a drum-head court martial. Major B——— 
swore he was unsteady in the ranks; and on the 
ipse dixit of that tyrant, he was sentenced to receive 
fifty lashes. After the brave veteran was tied up he 
implored hard for mercy, adding, that he had been 
twenty years in the service, and was never till then 
brought to the halberts. The pale, worn, and de. 








punishment for dereliction of duty. 


jected appearance of this man, from age and length 
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of service, was in itself sufficient to excite compas- 
sion and sympathy, even had he been guilty of a 
crime; his appeal was useless, he had every lash of 
his sentence, weeping and crying bitterly during the 
infliction ; and although he only received fifty lashes, 
he never looked up afterwards. It had wounded his 
best feelings; he was constantly in hospital, and but 
a little time elapsed before he was discharged.” Com. 
missioned officers are comparatively ignorant of the 
thoughts and feelings of soldiers, with the hearts of 
those whom fortune alone, in many instances, makes 
their inferiors. 





Hanover.—Autumn Maneuvres.—The military 
plenipotentiaries on the part ot the Tenth Corps of 
the Army of the German Confederation, commenced 
their sittings at Hanover, on the 2d May last, under 
the presidency of Major General Von Linsingen, of 
the Hanoverian. service. ‘The object of their delibe- 
rations was the proposed concentration of the troops 
composing that corps, and amounting to upwards of 
28,000 men, in the neighborhood of Liineburg, next 
autumn. It was determined that the muster should 
take place at the end of September, and that the ex- 
pense should be borno pro rata by each contingent ; 
a preliminary fund being raised by a levy of seven 
shillings per man, and ten shillings per horse, for the 
purpose of defraying the cost of provisional arrange- 
ments and outgoings, such as the establishment of 
a hospital at Liineburg, capable of accommodating 
six hundred patients. During the evolutions, the in- 
fantry will be located in a regular camp; and the 
eavalry, artillery, and engineers, will be cantoned in 
adjacent quarters. On the Ist of October, the whole 
army will attend divine service in the field ; each bri- 
gide having a distinct service by an appointed chap. 
lain. One battalion only will be quartered at Liine- 
burg, where the commandants of the several divisions 
will be lodged. The officers will, from the day of 
march to the close of the evolutions, receive daily 
allowances. All military men, not attached to the 
corps, but desirous of attending the maneuvres, will 
have suitable quarters assigned them, upon their giv- 
ing notice to the board at Hanover, of their inten. 
tion to be present, on or before the 15th of August. 
Independently of the ‘* Code of Regulations for the 
Field Service of the Tenth Corps” a special set of 
« Instructions for the Duties, Service, and Manenv. 
res during the Concentration in the Autumn of 1843,” 
as well as “ Police Regulations for the Camp,” have 
been issued. ‘The army of the Confederation on its 
peace establishment, presents an effective strength 
of upwards of 300,000 men: the several contingents 
being equivalent to 1 in every 100 of the population 
of the several German States. The constituent pro- 
portions, independently of infantry of the line, are : 
cavalry, one-seventh ; yagers, or sharpshooters, one- 
twentieth; pioneers, sappers, miners, and pontoon. 
men, one one-hundreth; and artillery, one-thirteenth. 
In case of war, a reserve is to be formed equivalent 
to 1 in every 300 inhabitants, and a depét of 1 in 
every 600. The army is divided into ten corps, four 
of which, amounting to 127,577 men, are drawn from 


burg, &c., whose people are exclusively Germans, 
The former “Army of the Empire” consisted, ac- 
cording to the settlement of the year 1521, of 24,000 
only; in 1681, it was raised to 40,000; in 1702, to 
120.000 ; and in the wars of the French Revolution, 
to 200,000. Every corps of the present « Army of 
the Confederation” must be composed of two divi- 
sions at the least, each mustering not less than 10,- 
000 men; a brigade of infantry to muster 3,500; a 
regiment of cavalry to have four squadrons, which, 
as well as the companies of infantry, must be 150 
strong; each battalion to consist of 806, and every 
battery of artillery, from six to eight pieces of can. 
non. The tenth corps, which is to assemble in Sep- 
tember next. is composed of the following ‘contin. 
gents, viz: From Hanover, 13,054; Holstein, 3,000; 
Brunswick, 2,096; Mechlenburg-Schwerin, 3,580; 
M. Strelitz, 718; Oldenburg, 2,178; Waldeck, 519; 
Schaumburg-Lippe, 240; Lippe-Detmold, 691; Li. 
beck, 467; Bremen, 485; and Hamburg, 1,298. The 
effective strength of the corps will therefore be, 28,- 
866 officers and men, 





EXPLOSION ON THE CAMPERDOWN. 


Srerness, July 12, 1843. 


At forty-five minutes past two, P. M.. this day, 
while a salute was being fired in honor of the King 
of the Belgians passing down Sea Reach, one of the 
portable magazines blew up, forced the upper deck on 
the starboard side up, from the mizenmast as far for. 
ward as the mainmast, and knocked down nearly all 
the cabin bulkheads, fore and aft, on the upper gun. 
deck ; scarcely a whole pane of glass ‘is left in the 
ports on that deck. So great was the force that the 
iron horn-knee on the beam.end, at the break of the 
bulkhead, where the magazine exploded, was broken 
quite asunder. 

There are three seamen, namely: Samuel West, 
James Duke, gunner’s mate, and Alfred Fennel, 
hurt; the two former very dangerously, the latter 
slightly. Lieut. Blackmore, belonging to the Cam- 
perdown, is dangerously hart, a Jarge splinter having 
fixed itself under his jaw-bone, which cannot at pre- 
sent be extracted. The are two young ladies, who 
were visiting the ship with their friends, most dan- 
gerously wounded and burnt; there are also several 
others slightly wounded and burnt. 

Nearly all the officers present have received slight 
iujuries by splinters, and were more or less burnt in 
rescuing the ladies from their burning clothes and 
the bulkhead boards which were blown upon them. 

As soon as the alarm had subsided a signal was 
made for the fire-engines, and all the boats from the 
different ships and the dock-yard; in a very short 
time the new floating engine from the dock-yard was 
alongside the-Camperdown, and the fire was soon ex- 
tinguished. A very iarge concourse of ladies and 
gentlemen was present to witness the arrival in the 
harbor of Her Majesty’s ship Howe, and it is at pre- 
sent impossible to correctly report the extent of the 
damage done to the ship, or to ascertain really how 
many are hurt, as several who were slightly injured 








States, such as Bavaria, Baden, Hanover, Wiirtem- 


have been conveyed away by their friends. 
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THE RIGHT OF VISIT. 





English vessels trading to the coast of Africa are 
beginning to experience some of those inconvenien- 
ces and vexations consequent upon the asserted right 
of visit, which we have hitherto specified as very 
likely to occur. Several cases have happened lately 
in which English vessels have had their voyage 
broken up, or been damaged to a less degree, by the 
exercise of the right on the part of the French crui- 
sers. The latest was that of Captain Thomsett, 
whose history of the transaction we give in full. 


Lonpon, July 17, 1843. 
To the Editor of the Morning Herald : 

Sir: I have just arrived in this country in com. 
mand of the English brig Ranger, from a trading 
voyage on the west coast of Africa. While prose- 
cuting my trade in palm oil, at Grand Cestos, having 
on board, as is customary in that trade, a number of 
Kroomen engaged in loading and working the ves- 
sel, [ was boarded by the officers of a French man- 
of-war, and my vessel placed under arrest, for the 
reasons mentioned in the following translation of an 
endorsement made on my register by the captain on 
releasing me: 

[TRANSLATION.] 
“ March 13, 5 o’clock, P. M. 

“I have visited the English brig Ranger. The 
captain of that vessel not being able to justify the 
presence on board his vessel of twenty-one blacks, 
(Kroomen,) I have given orders to seize her. Never- 
theless, although I am well convinced that, in the 
rigorous exercise of my power, I have a right to seize 
this v2ssel, I decide to waive that right after detain- 
ing her all night, in order to make the captain feel 
the inconvenience of embarking blacks without being 
duly authorized by the agents of his Government, 
either at his port of departure or in the colonies. 

“H. BAUDIN, 
“* Captain commanding the Nisus corvette and 
“‘ the station of the west coast of Africa. 
«¢«Granp Cestos, March 14, 1843.” 

Four days afterwards I was so fortunate as to fall 
in with her Majesty’s brig Pantaloon ; and on repre- 
senting the case to her commander, Licutenant La. 
pidge, he gave me the following certificate : 


“Her Masesty’s pric PANTatoon, 
‘Off Trade Town, western coast of Africa, 
** March 18, 1843. 

* This is to certify that the owners of the British 
vessel Ranger, of which George Thomsett is at pre- 
sent master, are authorized to have twenty Kroomen 
on board for the convenience of loading the vessel 
and other purposes. 

“C. H. LAPIDGE, 
‘* Lieutenant Commander.” 

I find that the public are already aware of the re- 
cent seizure of the St. Christopher, near the same 
place and under similar circumstances, but with 
consequences more fatal than in my case, she hav- 
ing been carried to Sierra Leone for condemnation, 
and although released, her voyage was ruined. 

But what I want to know is, where this system of 
retaliation is to end. I am not prepared to say that 





i 


we have a right to complain of the French in thus 
repaying us for the outrages which they allege we 
have committed on them. The “exploits” of 
Captain Hill in the case of the ‘* Senegambia,” and 
some others, continue to rankle in their minds, and 
it will be well if this feeling on their part do not give 
rise to some collision more serious than any which 
has yet occurred. But this is a subject for the con- 
sideration of the two Governments; my only busi- 
ness is to call attention to the state of uncertainty 
and embarrassment in which British trade on the 
coast of Africa is placed by such a state of things. 
I submit that it is calculated to ruin our trade en- 
tirely, for it is quite impossible to obtain at all times 
the permission which the French captain alleges to 
be necessary for the employment of laborers on board 
ship on the coast of Africa. An English trading 
vessel arriving on the coast might have to wander 
about for weeks in search of some British command- 
er authorized to give him such permission, while an 
American vessel or some other competitor, might 
carry off the trade and ruin his voyage. Another 
vessel, the Englishman, of Bristol, was seized in the 
same manner. When I was seized and carried out 
to sea, the Kroomen I was employing were in the 
act of coming alongside with a large canoe and three 
puncheons of oil. 

Since my arrival I am told there are other measures 
in contemplation for embarrassing and restricting 
the British trade on the coast of Africa, with a view 
of putting down the slave trade. I think such mea- 
sures can only be brought forward by persons totally 
ignorant of the tendency and practical effect of Brit- 
ish commerce in Africa, because they ought to know 
that unrestricted legitimate trade has already done 
more to put down the slave trade than all the costly 
experiments which have so ostentatiously been made 
for that purpose, by parties who have taken upon 
themselves to lead the Government and the public 
on matters they do not understand. No better plan 
could be hit upon to promote the slave trade than to 
throw difficulties in the way of lawful commerce, The 
hazard of conducting trade in such a country as 
Africa is naturally great enough without adding to 
the risk attending it by a foolish and vexatious legis- 
lation. 


The French captain told me that he was well 
aware of the innocent and necessary employment of 
the Kroomen on board my vessel, but that he wish- 
ed to give the English a lesson on these subjects, in 
order that they might learn the inconvenience of be- 
ing treated themselves as they so often treated 
others, 

How far such a paltry system of warfare is be- 
coming between two great nations, I shall leave 
others to decide; but of this I am certain, that what, 
with ignorant legislation on the one hand, and vex- 
atious naval interference on the other, our trade on 
the coast of Africa must soon pass into other hands 
No British trader now knows-what is to happen to 
him in conducting his trade there, and no trade can 
prosper without confidence. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 





GEORGE THOMSETT. 
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Domestic Wiscellany. 
OREGON CONVENTION. _ 








A conventim of delegates from States in the valley 
of the Mississippi, was held at Cincinnatti on the 3d, 
4th, and 5th July, to take into consideration the 
propriety, &c., of immediately settling the territory, 
with other matters which might come before it in re- 
lation to that interesting section of our republic. 
The following resolutions and declaration compre- 
hend the matured deliberations and final action of 
the convention. They are the most important docu- 
ments put forth. Colonel Richard M. Johnson was 
president of the convention. 

Resolved, That the right of the United States to 
the Oregon Territory, from 42° to 54° 40’ north la. 
titade, is unquestionable, and that it is the imperative 
duty of the General Government forthwith to ex- 
tend the laws of the United States over said terri- 
tory. 

Resolved, further, That to encourage migration 
to, and the permanent and secure settlement of said 
territory, the Congress of the United States ought to 
ertablish a line of forts from the Missouri river to the 
Pacific ocean, and provide also an efficient naval 
force for the protection of the territory and its citi- 
zens, 

Resolved, That for the purpose of making known 
the causes and principles of our action, the following 
declaration is unanimously adopted and now signed 
by the members of this convention, with instructions 
to the officers thereof to transmit a copy to the Pre- 
sident of the United States and to each member of 
Congress, and also to the executive of the several 
States, with a request to present the same to their 
respective legislatures : 

A declaration of citizens of the Mississippi valley, as- 
sembled in convention at Cincinnati, July 5, 1843, 
for the purpose of adopting such measures as may 
induce the immediate occupation of the Oregon 
Territory by the arms and laws of the United 
States of North America. 

We, the undersigned, citizens of the Mississippi 
valley, do hereby declare to our fellow-citizens of the 
whole Republic, that in urging forward measures for 
the immediate occupation of the Oregon Territory 
and the northeast coast of the Pacific ocean, from 
42° to 54° 40’ north latitude, we are but performing 
a duty we owe to ourselves, to the republic, to the 
commercial nations of the world, to posterity and to 
the people of Great Britain and Ireland, not, as we 
believe, to be benefited by the further extension of 
her empire. 

Duty to ourselves requires that we should urge 
immediate occupation of the Oregon, not only for the 
increase and extension of the west, but for the secu- 
rity of our peace and safety, perpetually threatened 
by the savage tribes of the northwest. That this 
duty is required of us as due to the whole Republic, 
all parts of which may not appreciate, as they seem 
not to have appreciated, the value of the territory in 
question, and its political importance to the honor, 
prosperity, and power of the Union, to say nothing 
of our commercial interests and navy predominance, 











threatened as they are with diminution, should the 
northeast coasts of the Pacific ocean pass into pos. 
session of a great naval power. 

That, as an independent member of the great fa- 
mily of nations, it is due from us to the whole com. 
mercial world, that the ports on both coasts of this 
continent should be held by a liberal Government, 
able and willing to extend and facilitate that social 
and commercial intercourse which an all-wise Provi- 
dence has made necessary for the intellectual im- 
provement, the social happiness, and moral culture 
of the human race. 

That we owe the entire and absolute occupation 
of the Oregon to that posterity which, without such 
occupation by the citizens, laws, and free institutions 
of our great republic, could not profit or make avail- 
able to themselves or to the world the important 
considerations above set forth. 

That, however indignant at the avarice, pride, and 
ambition of Great Britain, so frequently lawlessly 
and so lately evinced, we yet believe that it is for the 
benefit of all civilized nations that we should fulfil a 
legitimate destiny, but that she should be checked in 
her career of aggression with impunity, and dominion 
without right. 

That to secure the independence and neutrality of 
the western coasts of the American continents, and 
the islands of the Pacific ocean, it is important that 
she should be restrained in the further extension of 
her power on these coasts, and in the middle and 
eastern portions of that ocean. 

That so far as regards our right to the territory in 
question, we are assured of their perfect integrity, 
based as they are on discovery and exploration by 
our own citizens and Government, and on purchase 
and cession from those powers having the pretence 
or the reality of any right to the same. 

That beyond these rights, so perfectly established, 
we would feel compelled to retain the whole terri- 
tory, in accordance with Mr. Monroe's universally 
approved declaration of 1823: That the American 
continents were not thenceforth to be considered 
subjects for future colonization by any foreign 
power. 

Induced by these reasons and considerations, 86 im. 
portant to the west and the whole Republic, to liberty, 
to justice, and free governments, we do subscribe our 
names to this declaration, with the final, just, and 
matured determination never to cease our exertions 
till its intentions and principles are perfected, and the 
North American Republic, whose citizens we are, 
shall have established its laws, its arms, and free in- 
stitutions, from the shores of the Pacific to the Rocky 
Mountains, throughout the territories above speci- 
fied ; and we do hereby protest, as we shall continue 
to protest, against any act or negotiation, past, in 
process, or hereafter to be perfected, which shall give 
possession of any portion of the same to any foreign 
power; and above all do we remonstrate against the 
possession of any part of the northeast coast of the 
Pacific ocean by the power of Great Britain. 

(Signed by Colonel R. M. Johnson, president, and 
ninety citizens of six States in the Mississippi val- 


ley.) 
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Orecon Emieration.—A person from Fort Platte 
informs the Western Missourian that he met Sir Wil- 
liam Drummond Stewart’s party on the Big Sandy, 
and the Oregon company near the waters of the Big 
Blue, two hundred and fifty miles above Indepen. 
dence. They were all well, and getting along smooth- 
ly, having experienced no difficulty except in cros- 
sing the Kansas river, where they sunk their boat, 
and came near drowning several children. The Ore- 
gon company, by a census, was found to contain : 


260 males over the age of 16 years. 
130 females over the age of 16 years. 
298 males under the age of 16 years. 
312 females under the age of 16 years. 


990 being the whole number of persons. 
They had 121 wagons, 

698 oxen, 

296 horses, and 

973 loose cattle. 


1967 being the total amount of stock. 





TEMPERANCE IN THE Navy,—Sometime since we 
recorded the fact, that at a temperance meeting held 
on board the U.S. ship Independence, one hundred 
and eighty-seven of the sailors signed the pledge of 
total abstinence. ‘The day before the ship sailed, a 
number of gentlemen visited her, and obtained twen- 
ty additional names—making in all, over two hun. 
dred new recruits to the gallant cold water army. The 
Independence has just returned from her late voy- 
age, and as a matter of course, a good deal of anx- 
iety has been felt among temperance men, to learn 
how many of the sailors had adhered to their good 
resolutions. We are informed by one of the gentle. 
men who took a prominent part in the effort, that of 
the whole number who signed, only three have bro. 
ken their pledge—a most gratifying fact, and one 
which tells well for the firmness and resolution of 
the gallant tars engaged on board the old Indepen- 
dence.—N, Y. Sun. 

Sloop Boston.—Of the two hundred and three 
men on board the U. 8S. sloop Boston, which arrived at 
Boston after a voyage round the world, only seven. 
ty-two drew their grog, the others in lieu thereof 
receiving six cents a day, as the value of it. The 
boys were not allowed to draw grog. A donation of 
$15 from the officers of the Boston was presented to 
the Seamen’s Chaplain at the Sandwich Islands, in aid 
of the temperance cause; also a Bethel flag by her 
commander, Captain Long. 

Steamer Missouri. —The Sunday before the Mis- 
souri sailed from Washington, a deputation from the 
Total Abstinence Society went on board, and obtajn- 
ed seventy-two signatures to the pledge. 





Baptism or aN OLp Sotpier.—The Delaware Re. 
publican says: “ A revolutionary soldier, named 
Jacob Carr, aged one hundred and ten years, was 
baptized in the Wissahickon a few weeks ago. He 
served under Washington during the whole war, and 
is NOW a pensioner. His grand-children and great. 
grand-children reside in the village of Brandywine. 
He enjoys the best of health, and now in his old age 
has become a Christian and joined the church of 
Christ. His pillow will be smoothed by the Lamb 
of God when he receives the summons of death,” 





CRUISE OF THE BOSTON. 

The Boston is now at anchor off the navy yard, 
Boston, and appears in fine condition. The Atlas 
gives the following sketch of her cruise : 

“ This is the first cruise of the Boston since she 
was rebuilt. She is heavily sparred and armed, 
carrying’ on this cruise twenty forty-two’s, carron- 
ades, and two long twenty-four’s, being two carron. 
ades short of her complement. We understand that 
she has proved to have the qualities of an excellent 
sea boat and fair sailer, and that she has returned in 
excellent condition, and can be refitted and sent to 
sea again immediately. 

“She sailed from New York, November 26th, 
1840, and performed her first passage to Rio in thirty- 
five days—the shortest yet made by any of our men- 
of-war. Her next run from Rio to Cape Town, in 
twenty-five days, was equally creditable. Subse- 
quently she doubled the Cape of Good Hope in com. 
pany with the Constellation, and proceeded by the 
way of Mozambique channel to Sumatra, and thence 
through Malacca Straits to Singapore, and afterwards 
beat upthe China Seas, thus affording opportunity of 
comparing her sailing with the Constellation under 
all circumstances. She had the advantage of the 
latter ship in every point of sailing, save one, on a 
wind, close hauled, the frigate being much the most 
weatherly of the two. 

«* While at Joanna, one of the Comoro Isles, the Bos- 
ton was despatched to the aid of a vessel stranded on 
the neighboring island of Mayotta, under the direc. 
tion of a native pilot, who neither spoke nor under. 
stood English. She beat through a most: narrow 
and intricate channel in the reef, twenty-eight miles 
in length, such as would rarely be attempted by a ves- 
sel of her size, working all the time in the most sat- 
isfactory and admirable manner. She anchored a- 
breast the town, to the complete surprise of the 
officers of the French vessels, who had been survey- 
ing with a view of taking possession of the island, 
and believed the town inaccessible from that quarter. 

Shortly after the arrival of the squadron at Macao, 
the Boston was sent to Manilla. She joired the 
commodore at Whampoa on her return, and kept 
company while the settlement of our claims against 
the Chinese was pending. She then proceeded to 
Macao, and was soon after joined by the Constella. 
tion, the two ships keeping company, partly at Ma. 
cao and partly at Hong Kong, until the termination 
of the Chinese and English war enabled the commo. 
dore to despatch the Boston to perform that portion 
of duty assigned the squadron in the Pacific Ocean, 

The northeast exit from the China seas not being 
practicable, on account of the early setting in of the 
monsoon with strong gales, the Boston run down the 
China seas, through the Straits of Sunda, around 
new Holland, and after touching at Sidney a few 
days, resumed her way to the Society Islands. Re. 
maining only a few days at Tahiti, she next sailed 
for Oahu, and arrived there at a critical period for 
American interests, 

It is a fortunate circumstance that we were repre. 
sented by a naval force at tue Saudwich Islands du. 
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ring the difficulties between them and the English. 
The opportunity of finding an asylum on board one 
of our ships of war in the event of hostilities was 
certainly a great relief to the American residents, as 
well as gratifying to those offering the protection ; 
indeed, for some time the state of things was so un- 
settled, that it was apprehended that some interven- 
tion might become necessary for the effectual protec- 
tion of the lives and property of our citizens, who 
are nearly five hundred in number, not including the 
crews of whale ships, and whose interests cover 
some millions of dollars, As soon as it was expedi- 
ent to leave Oahu, the Boston proceeded to tne south- 
ward, and being unable to fetch the Marquesas, 
touched again at Tahiti. The unsettled state of this 
island, as well as frequent difficulties with the crews 
of whalers, made her visits highly desirable. 

The engagements of most of her crew being now 
on the eve of expiring, precluded a further stay in 
the Pacific, and leaving the west coast unvisited, she 
took her departure from Tahiti for Cape Horn, on 
her homeward-bound passage. Notwithstanding ad- 
verse gales, she arrived in Rio in sixty-nine days. 
She remained in that port ten days, and thence sailed 
for the United States, Out of the last eleven months, 
she has been nine at sea, The whole amount of her 
sailing is upwards of 50,000 miles. 

The Boston brings intelligence that Capt. George 
E. Netcher, of whaling barque Isabella, of Fair Ha- 
ven, reported at Tahiti, April 12, the discovery of a 
beautiful fertile island, extending about forty miles 
from northeast to southwest. He named it “ Eadie’s 
Island,” after the man whe first discovered it—not 
being laid down in the charts. This island is situa. 
ted in south latitude 11° 05’, west longitude 165° 05.’ 


Tue Last or Tue Semino_es, —Last week we had 
time only to notice the return of Gen. Worth from 
a visit to the Indians near Tampa Bay. In that 
visit he was accompanied by General Hernandez and 
the Hon. I. H. Bronson. There remains in the Ter- 
ritory, now, only a small party, of whom Apiaca is 
the chief, He and his people evince every disposi- 
tion to be quiet and peaceable. Having had time to 
discover that their companions in arms were gone, 
and that the tide of settlement, sweeping over their 
once cultivated and widely extended fields, is now 
fast hurrying them within the narrow limits tempo. 
rarily assigned them, they seek only peace and en- 
deavor to cultivate the best understanding with those 
already their neighbors. Their limited numbers and 
their narrow territory will force them to be quiet. 
They now lie at the mercy of the whites. As an 
evidence of their sincerity, we may mention that 
their visits to the post at Tampa Bay, for the pur- 
pose of trade, are constant; and their intercourse 
with the settlers, whether at the post or in the woods, 
is most friendly. 

We hesitate not to say, that “the Florida war” 
is not only ended, but that it will “stay ended.” 
Emigrants may now seck a residence here with as 
much safety as in any part of the’country. 

In thus declaring our Indian difficulties closed, it 
seems proper to allude to him who has effected a re- 
sult so desirable. Gen. Worth has not only been the 








instrument, but to his energy and efficiency as an 
officer is this glorious and happy event to be attribu- 
ted. His predecessors may have ably protracted the 
war, and one ably conducted it, yet to Gen. Worth 
alone remains the honor of closing it. To his un. 
ceasing activity and untiring energy is the whole 
country indebted. Though he was greatly assisted 
by the gallant officers under his command, yet his 
was the genius that inspired the whole. ‘That was 
a fortunate day for bleeding and suffering Florida, 
on which he was invested with the command of the 
“Army of the South”—it was a day scarcely less 
fortunate for the treasuay, the country, the army, and 
for humanity. We trust his efforts here may be 
known and duly appreciated by his countrymen, and 
that he may have cause to regard the day on which 
he assumed the command in Florida as a fortunate 
one for him. 

The history of his compaigns and his sucecss may 
be read in the laconic reply to an inquiry for his 
head quarters, that “they were in his saddle.” 
Adopting this plan instead of “ summer quarters,” 


showed that he knew a soldier’s duty, and intended 


to perform it.—St. Augustine News, 





AN Inpian's “ First Impression” oF ARTILLERY. 
A soldier who served in the Florida war relates the 
following anecdote : During a short detour of duty, 
he was brought in connection with some of the rem. 
nant of the Creek tribe of Indians, which sanguina- 
ry and treacherous race, it will be remembered, were 
almost annihilated by General Jackson, Conversing 
with an old warrior, he asked him what he thought 
of General Jackson. “Ugh!” was the reply, “he 
bad—very bad—he shoot Bic waGons at us!”—Albany 
Argus. 





AveraGe Passaces.—According to a statement 
pbilished in the London Nautical Magazine, found. 
ed on the custom-house returns and shipping list, the 
average length of 44 passages of vessels from New 
York to Liverpool, in the year 1841, was 23 days, 
the shortest passage being 15 days, and the longest 
35. The average of twelve passages in the same 
year from New York to London was 29 days, the 
shortest being 22, and the longest 45. ‘The average 
of seventy-four voyages from New Orleans to Liver- 
pool and London was 43 days; from Mobile the ave. 
rage 45 days ; from Charleston, 31; from Savannah, 
31; and from Philadelphia, 28. 





Ancient AND Curious Starr.—Deacon Joseph 
White, of Yarmouth, in the county of Barnstable, 
great-grandson of Peregrine White, who was the first 
born of European parents in New England, has in 
his possession a staff, which is valuable for its great 
antiquity. It had conveyance, agreeably to well au. 
thenticated tradition, in the first ship which came to 
New England in 1620. When those venerable pu- 
ritanic sages landed at Plymouth, one of their com. 
pany walked with thisstaff. It is three feet in length, 
and is a striking instance of that noble simplicity 
which so eminently dignified the character of those 
primitive and justly celebrated fathers of this coun. 
try. 
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Aupvuson’s Exprerrrion.—A communication ap- 
pears in the Charleston Mercury, which corrects 
many impressions which have been current in regard 
to the expedition of this gentleman to the ‘ Far 
West.” It evidently emanates from some one hav- 
ing authority. We copy the following extracts: 

Mr. Audubon is in no respect the agent of the 
Government, and his expedition is wholly unconnect- 
ed either with the politics or commerce of the coun. 
try. It is purely scientific, and at his own private ex- 
pense. The Government, as is usual in such cases, 
affords his party a safe convoy from one military post 
to the other, and such protection and assistance as 
are consistent with the regulations of the Military 
Department. 

The Missouri Fur Company has also tendered them 
the free use of their steamboats, and such other modes 
of conveyance as will facilitate their researches in 
natural science. Mr. Audubon, although he intends 
ascending the Rocky Mountains, has at present no 
idea of crossing them; but is desirous of extending 
his researches to those vast unexplored regions lying 
to the east of that great alpine chain, believing, with 
most naturalists, that the researches of men of science 
are likely to be attended with more success on the 
Atlantic than on the Pacific side of the mountains. 
To these regions Mr, Audubon and party will confine 
themselves during the present summer, and they hope 
to return to their homes by the next winter. 

Audubon is at present engaged in collecting ma- 
terials for the history of the American quadrupeds. 
This will give him fame, but at an expense of a vast 
amount of labor and pecuniary sacrifice. Such are 
the men, however, who are raised up by Providence 
to enlarge the boundaries of knowledge. 

Audubon is accompanied by his friend Edward 
Harris, of New Jersey, a gentleman of wealth, of 
travel, and a good naturalist, who was his associate 
in a former visit to Texas, the Sabine river, and in 
exploring the Gulf of Mexico. He has engaged Mr. 
Sprague, of Massachusetts, to aid him in delineating 
such new plants, reptiles, and insects as may be dis- 
covered, whilst he will paint the quadrupeds and 
birds. Mr. Bell, of New York, an excellent pachy- 
dermist, is engaged in preparing specimens; and he 
has, moreover, several other assistants in his employ, 
to aid him in procuring and preserving such mate. 
rials in every branch of natural science, as will aid 
him in investigating the natural history of his native 
country. 





Invaping Tue Unitep States.—We find in a late 
scientific work, edited by one of the first engineers in 
England, a notice of our railroad system. After 
glancing at the various lines, the editor says: ‘‘ Do 
you not see that they will bind the parts of the Union 
together, by cementing their interests? that they con- 
stitute an essential part of the agricultural and com- 
mercial, as well as the military system of the coun- 
try? that they will facilitate the means of concen- 
trating the army for suppressing insurrections or 
repelling an invasion? Invasion! who would invade 
America, with such moans of concentrating an army 
of 3,000,000 freemen ?” 
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Revolutionary. 
ARMY. 
GENERAL Heap-Quarters, CAMBRIDGE, 
Orpers, January |, 1776. 


(Parole, The Congress.) (Countersign, America.) 

7 * * * This day giving commencement to the new 
army, which, in every point of view, is entirely conti- 
nental, the General flatters himself that a laudable 
spirit of emulation will now take place, and pervade 
the whole of it. Without such a spirit, few officers 
have ever arrived tu any degree of reputation, nor 
did any army ever become formidable. His Excel. 
lency hopes, that the importance of the great cause 
we are engaged in, will be deeply impressed upon 
every man’s mind; and wishes it to be considered, 
that an army without order, regularity, and disci- 
pline, is no better than a commissioned mob. Let us, 
therefore, when every thing dear and valuable to free- 
men is at stake, when our unnatural parent is threat- 
ening us with destruction from every quarter, en- 
deavor, by all the skill and discipline in our power, 
to acquire that knowledge and conduct which is 
necessary in war. Our men are brave and good; 
men who, with pleasure it is observed, are addicted 
to fewer vices than are commonly found in armies. 
But, it is subordination and discipline, (the life and 
soul of an army,) which, next under Providence, is 
to make us formidable to our enemies, honorable in 
ourselves, and respected in the world ; and herein is to 
be shown the goodness of the officer. 

In vain is it for a General to isstfe orders, if orders 
are not attended to; equally vain is it, for a few offi- 
cers to exert themselves, if the same spirit docs not 
animate the whole. It is, therefore, expected, (it is 
not insisted upon,) that each brigadier will be atten. 
tive to the discipline of his brigade, to the exercise, 
of, and the conduct observed in it, calling the colo. 
nels and field-officers of every regiment to severe ac- 
count for neglect, or disobedience of orders. The 
same attention is to be paid by the field-officers, to 
the respective companies of their regiments, by the 
captains to their subalterns, and so on. And, that 
the plea of ignorance, which is no excuse for the ne- 
glect of orders, (but rather an aggravation,) may not 
be offered, it is ordered and directed, that not only 
every regiment, but every company, do keep an or- 
derly book, to which frequent recourse is to be had, 
it being expected, that all standing orders be rigidly 
obeyed, until altered or countermanded, It is also 
expected, that all orders which are necessary to be 
communicated to the men, be regularly read, and 
carefully explained, to them. As it is the first wish 
of the General to have the business of the army con- 
ducted without punishment, to accomplish which, 
he assures every officer and soldier that, as far as it 
is in his power, he will reward such as particylarly 
distinguish themselves; at the same time he declares 
that he will punish every kind of neglect or misbe- 
havior in an exemplary manner. 

As the great variety of occurrences, and the mul- 
tiplicity of business, in which the General is neces. 
sarily engaged, may withdraw his attention from 








many objects and things which might be improved 
to advantage, he takes this opportunity of declaring, 
that he will thank any officer, of whatsoever rank, 
for any useful hints or profitable informations; but 
to avoid trivial matters, as his time is very much en. 
grossed, he requires that it may be introduced through 
the channel of a general officer, who is to weight he 
importance before he communicates it. 

All standing orders heretofore issued for the go- 
vernment of the late army, of which every regiment 
has, or ought to have, copies, are to be strictly com. 
plied with, until changed or countermanded. 

Every regiment now upon the new establishment, 
is to give in, signed by the colonel, or commanding 
officer, an exact list of the commissioned officers, in 
order that they may receive commissions ; particular 
care te be taken, that no person is included as an 
officer, but such as have been appointed by proper 
authority; any attempt of that kind, in the new 
army, will bring severe punishment upon the author 
The General will, upon any vacancies that may hap- 
pen, receive recommendations, and give them proper 
consideration ; but the Congress, alone, are compe- 
tent to thé appointment. 

An exact return of the strength of each regiment 
is to be given in as soon as possible, distinguishing 
the number of militia, and such of the old regiments 
as have joined for a month only, from the establish. 
ed men of the regiment. 

This being the day of the commencement of the 
new establishment, the General pardons all the of. 
fences of the old, and commands all prisoners (ex. 
cept prisoners of war) to be immediately released, 





NAVY. 





Names and dates of commission of the Officers of the 
Armed Vessels fitted out by order of Generan Wasu- 
INGTON, on the lst of Fesruary, 1776. 

Hancock, 

John Manly, - ~ Capt. and com., Jan. 1, 1776 

Richard Stiles, - - Ist Lieutenant, - Jan. 1, 1776 

Nicholas Ogilby, - 2d Lieutenant, - Jan. 1, 1776 


Lee. 
Daniel Waters, - -~- Captain, - - ~-Jan. 20, 1776 
William Kissick, ~- Ist Lieutenant, - Jan. 20, 1776 
John Gill, - ~- ~- 2d Licutenant, - Jan. 20, 1776 
John Diamond, . - Master, - - - Jan, 20, 1776 


FRANKLIN. 


Samuel Tucker, - Captain, - - - Jan. 20,1776 


Edward Phittiplace, 1st Lieutenant, - Jan, 20, 1776 
Francis Salter, - - 2d Lieutenant, - Jan. 20, 1776 


Harrison. 
Charles Dyar, - - Captain, - - ~- Jan. 20, 1776 
Thomas Dote, - - lst Lieutenant, - Jan. 23, 1776 
John Wigglesworth, 2d Lieutenant, ~ Jan. 20, 1776 


Lyncx. 
John Ayres, - -. - Captain, - - - Feb. 1, 1776 
John Roche, - - - Ist Lieutenant, - Feb. 1, 1776 
John Tiley, - - ~- 2d Lieutenant, - Feb. 1, 1776 


WarrREN. 
William Burke,- - Captain, - - - Feb. 1, 1776 
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WASHINGTON. 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 10, 1843. 








RANK AND RATE. 

It has been decided to make brigs the com- 
mands of commanders—a righteous decision, 
which we hope to see rigidly carried out; not 
because lieutenants are incapable as to qualifi- 
cations, but because their rank unfits them for 
it, and to.a certain extent does disqualify them. 
‘Look at the vessels that have been lost in the 
navy within the last six or eight years, and 
say by whom were they commanded. First, 
there was the Sylph, commanded by a lieu- 
tenant: she and all hands on board were lost. 
The Sea Gull lost, and none left to tell the 
tale. The Grampus—she, too, was com- 
manded by a lieutenant. Widows and orphans 
in all parts of the country are at this moment 
wailing forth their grief for those that perished 
in her. There was the Peacock: she, too, 
was commanded by a lieutenant. The Con- 
cord is the only one that was commanded by 
an officer of higher rank, and it is doubtful 
whether she would have been lost had not her 
captain been drowned. Four out of the five 
vessels lost were commanded by officers below 
the grade of commander ; and what proportion 
of those afloat are commanded by such? Not 
one in ten! These facts speak volumes. Under 
no circumstances should commands be given 
to lieutenants; though there is no lack of lieu- 
tenants well qualified in all things for com- 
manding, except the commission. We do not 
pretend that nautical skill is conferred with a 
bit of parchment, for it is only a piece of sheep- 
skin after all; but there’s virtue in this sheep- 
skin, and no one who has it not should be 


placed where he may wreck ships or drown) 


sailors. Is «it not a singular circumstance, in 
illustration of this fact, that so many vessels 
have been lost by lieutenants—not one by a 
sheep-skinned captain, though there are ten 
vessels commanded by captains to one by a 
lieutenant ? 

But ’twill not do to play fast at one end, 
and loose at the other. If the lieutenants are 
to be kept down in their proper sphere, and 
never suffered to assume the command of a 
commander, commanders should be made to 
toe the mark above them; they should not be 
allowed to step across the captain’s line, <A 
commander has just been ordered to a frigate, 
and to take the place of a captain on a foreign 
station. ‘This is wrong, and against the law. 
The law of February, 1799, provides that all 
vessels mounting twenty guns and upwards 
shall be commanded by captains. Agreeably 
to this law, first class sloops-of-war are to be 
given to captains hereafter. But how is it 
that a commander is to have a frigate? ‘I'his 
playing “ fast and loose” is a terrible thing for 


the navy. It will not'do. Mr. Henshaw; we 
want the laws obeyed and respected by you as 
well as by the youngest midshipman or oldest 
captain in the service. Take them for your 
guide, and follow wherever they lead you. 
That it has been customary to trample them 
under foot, we admit. That there is precedent 
for ordering* this commander io a frigate, we 
allow; nay, it smacks of usage—but, malus 
usus abolendus est. 





At the recent commencement of George- 
town College, D. C., the degree of Master of 
Arts was conferred on Lieut. J. M. Gilliss, of 
the U. S. navy. The same degree was con- 
ferred on Lieut. H. Wager Halleck, U. S. 
army, at the late commencement of Union 
College, New York. 





From the number of vessels in preparation 
for service, we infer that our naval force abroad 
is to be kept up. 

The frigate Savannah, at New York, is 
bound to the Pacific as the flag-ship of Com- 
modore DaLtas, 

The frigates Cumberland and Potomac, at 
Boston, are ready for sea, and will soon be put 
‘in commission. 
| The new brig Perry, at Norfolk, is destined 
ito the East Indies. 
| The new brig Lawrence, at Baltimore, will 
be equipped without delay; destination un- 
paeowsa. 
| ‘The sloops Boston and Yorktown, just re- 
turned from long cruises, are to be fitted again 
,for sea immediately. 











American Hemp.—An English merchant, 
‘now travelling in this country, thus speaks 
in his correspondece of the manufacture of 
American hemp: 


‘**T saw the States’ navy yard stores, and engines 
and machinery for spinning or twisting cables, which 
is far superior to any thing of the kind I have seen 
in England. The Americans are growing their 
own hemp on the Mississippi; and the foreman of 
the ropewalk says that it is much superior, and will 
stand a much higher test than the Russian hemp, 
and that the cables they make are much better and 
stronger than the best they can get from England.” 





Captain Stocgston’s Piece or Onpnance.—An ex- 
periment was made last week with this enormous 
piece of ordnance, that carries a 242 pound ball, at 
its station near the light-house, below Sandy Hook. 
A point blank shot struck a line on a target three 
miles distant, and penetrated through and through 
the target, which was constructed of iron’ bars and 
wood combined, rendering it more strong and solid 
than the hull of the largest seventy-four. The gun 
is made of wrought iron, and is of immense size. 
Experiments will be made again this week.—New 





York Herald. 
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Communicated. 
REPLY TO LIEUTENANT W. 








Sir: Your correspondent, Lieutenant W., in the 
course of his remarks upon the paper read by Lieu. 
tenant Maury before the National Institute, observes: 
** Much as the estimable and enlarged views of Lieu- 
tenant Maury meet our approval, I cannot but regret 
the disposition I think apparent, not only in him, but 
others who have been engaged at the office now in 
his charge, to overlook or undervalue the more hum. 
ble, but not less useful labor of gathering and ar- 
ranging materials by which to correct the errors and 





issue, this Bureau relies much on the public spirit 
and intelligence of American owners and masters of 
ships. It takes this opportunity of inviting their co- 
operation, and of requesting the favor of you to com. 
municate any information of a general character, 
that you may now, or at any time, possess, relating 
to the following subjects 

**1. Discoveries of islands, rocks, shoals and dan- 
gers, or obstructions of any kind to navigation. 

“2, Shifting bars and shoals, errors of charts, 
wrong or corrected latitudes and longitudes. 

‘3, Direction, rise and fall of tides, time of high 
and low water, on full and change days, at ports but 





omissions in hydrography, which exist, to the detri- | little known, Any tidal peculiarties, such as extra- 
ment and hazard of navigation in much the largest °Tdinary rises, one ebb and flow in twenty-four 
portion of the world.” And again: “The gentleman ours, etc. 
now at the Depot of Charts, author of the valuable} “4. Discoveries of new anchorages or harbors, 
paper which has given rise to these thoughts, pos. | with sailing directions, together with information as 
sesses in a high degree the confidence of the service, ‘© wood, water, and every thing of interest to the 
and it would be difficult to find a lieutenant his su. , 2@V'gator. 
perior in fitness for the place he occupies. But, with! “+ Force and set of currents. 
all due defererfce, I suggest whether he, too, is not | “6. Variation of the bea as 
firing rather high; whether the most valuable game)“ 7- Latitude and longitude of icebergs when out 
is not nearer our own level ; in short, whether he had °f their usual track. 
not better devote his chief energies to find ‘how the, “® Tr acks of remarkably short pageages. 
land lies,’ before he commences dealing with winds! “9- Limits of the trade winds at particular seasons 
and currents ?” | of the year. ; 
Lieutenant W. appears to have overlooked the | «10. Any other information relating to commerce 
fact, that the position which Lieutenant Maury and | and navigation. : 
those who have preceded him holds, is a mere subor.- ; z Rpepeottulty » your obedient servant. 
dinate one, and one in which they have not had the| Similar instructions have been given to the com- 
authority, * per se,” even to order the ink with which manders of our men-of-war. 
to make one of the corrections of which your corres.| Nor is this all. An officer with proper instruments 
pondent speaks. When that office shall be created , 2nd means has been sent to the Gulf of Mexico, 
into an independent and separate Bureau, then it will 204 specially instructed by the Chief of the Bureau 
be quite time to rail at the Chief of it, whoever he be, of Ordnance and Hydrography to examine and report 
about not looking to see “ how the land lies.” | upon the descrepancies of longitudes on its northern 
But has Lieut. Maury been unmindful of the gene. borders, and to which Lieut. W. now refers. 
ral and common interests of navigation? Wehave| ‘There are at the Depot, some 20,000 or 30,000 
put ourselves to the trouble of ascertaining from an | Charts. It would take an army of clerks to make the 
authentic source, and we find that neither the Lieu-| corrections Lt. W. speaks of; and after they were 
tenant, nor the Chief of the Bureau to which he be- | made, with the pen, the charts would be so blotted 
longs, is liable to the censure imputable to him from | 2nd abused that they would only serve to bewilder 
the remarks of your correspondent. It should be re. | and confuse. If any one will take a chart and attempt 
collected that the Bureau of Ordnance and Hydro. | to correct it according to the errors alluded to by 
graphy has not been in existence for a twelvemonth; Lieut. W., he will find himself utterly bewildered and 
yet, one of the first acts of its present head, was to) unable to make one of the alterations alluded to, on 
write to the collectors at our principal seaports for | account of Lieut. W’s vagueness. In the case of Cape 
the names of all the traders sailing thence; and at Henry, suppose Lt. W. had had one of the blank 
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the suggestion of Lieutenant Maury a circular, of 
which the following is a copy, was addressed to all 
the owners and masters, whose names were returned, 
amounting to some one thousand or more : 
“Bureau or OnpNANCE AND Hyprocrapuy, 
** December 16, 1842, 

“This Bureau is making arrangements for collect. 
ing, with the view of rendering accessible to naviga- 
tors, all that valuable information relating to the 
navigation of distant seas, which is collected by our 
enterprising commanders of merchant vessels in their 
various pursuits, and much of which, hitherto, for 
the want of some regular channel of communication, 
has been lost to the public at large. 

“To enable it to bring this undertaking to a useful 





charts of Lieut. Maury, could he not have given it 
and the places in its vicinity, their proper corrections 
of longitude, and then have put it on file at the 
Department, where it would not have been liable to 
the accidents of private memoranda to which he refers? 
This too, seems to have been contemplated by Lieut. 
Maury as one of the uses of his blank charts, if we 
inay attach any meaning to the frequent allusions 
made by him to the “other advantages” of these 
charts, to “the many valuable results to be derived 
from them,” “ embracing all subjects that tend in any 
manner to illustrate the navigation of the seas,” etc. 
We moreover learn that he is now endeavoring, and 
has for some time been using every.effort with the 
proper authorities, to obtain permission to strike off a 
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general chart of the Aulautic which shall embody the 
results of all the surveys that, from time to time, have 
been made by the navy, and at no small cost to the 
Government, and then to keep the plates at the 
office, that he may make upon them, and not upon 
the printed charts with a pen, the corrections of lati- 
tude, longitude, etc., which, from time to time, may 
be found necessary. 

So it appears from this, that all and more than 
your correspondent proposes, has already been at- 
tempted, and that Lieut. Maury, instead of “ correct- 
ing the nautical almanac,” or overlooking the “ use- 


. ful task of gathering and arranging materials for im- 


proving hydrography” has actually commenced, and, 
for months, been at work in doing those very things 
which Lieut. W. charges liim with a disposition to 
overlook. JACK TAR. 





Borver War.—Fight between the Mexican and 
Texians—capture by the U. S. Troops. The St, 
Louis Republican of the 21st ult., contains the fol- 
lowing letter from their correspondent : 


Inperenvence, July 17, 1843. 
Some Texians have just arrived from off the plains ; 
they left the Big Arkausas river on the 6th of July. 
‘T'bey state that a company of troops consisting of one 
hundred men, had a skirmish with a hundred Mexi- 


cans, which lasted about twenty or thirty minutes, a/| 
A few shots were exchanged, | but from another source we learn that the number 
|was forty-six. Had it not been for assistance rén- 


short time previous. 
twenty-five or thirty of the Spaniards were killed, a | 
number wounded, and the rest taken prisoners. ‘The 
Spanish officers attempted to escape on horseback, | 
but were soon taken, and a complete surrender of 
aris and ammunition, was the consequence; nene | 


The Americans they will not disturb, unless associated 
and taking part with the others. The troops, or a 
portion of them, are expected to return in afew days. 


From THe Urrer Missouri.—The steamboat Oce- 
ana arrived at this port last evening from the Coan- 
cil Bluffs, on the Missouri. She brings no news of 
any very great interest. We have read a letter from 
Mr. Miller, agent of the United States at the Coun- 
cil Bluffs, giving a full detail of the battle between 
several hundred of the Sioux and the Pawnee Loups, 
at the viliage of the latter, the material facts of which 
were published by us several days ago. The battle 
commenced early in the morning and lasted until 12 
M., the great object of the assailing party being to 
get possession of the horses belonging to the Paw- 
nees, and of the latter to protect them. It is said 
that three hundred horses were taken by the Sioux, 
and about forty were shot down. The Pawnees are 
said to have lost many lives by venturing from their 
lodges for the purpose of securing scalps when- 
ever they saw a Sioux Indian fall. They thus be- 
came marks for their enemies, and were shot down 
whenever they appeared in view. The number of 
Sioux Indians killed is not known; the Pawnees 
represent that there were “ plerty.” Both parties, of 
course, carried off their dead. The official despatch 








does not state how many of the Pawnees were killed, 


dered by another band of Pawnees, the loss of life 


| would have been even greater. 


It is said, that the several bands of the Pawnees 


| were to meet in council, to determine what should be 


of the ‘l’exians were wounded or killed; one person done in order to protect themselves from their ene- 


had a bullet to pass through his hat. The prisoners 
were shortly after released aud sent back to the Go. 
verner’s camp, (a little distance off,) when he and 


his army of six hundred men became afirighted and | 


fled precipitately back towards Santa Fe. It is under- 
stood though since, that they were returning aguin 
to meet the company trom here. 

A party of ‘Texians, on a hunting excursion, as they 
averred, came over into the American territory near 
he Arkansas river. Captain Cooke with the U.S. 
troops came upon and tovk the whole number, (one 
hundred and two men) prisoners, He deprived them 
of their arias and then released them, with the privi- 
lege of returning under an escort hitherwards, or 
tuking any route across the prairie, as they thought 
best, to ‘l'exas. ‘The most of them preferred the lat- 
ter course, and | have no doubt General Wartield, 
(who was to assume the command of the remaining 
furces,) went in pursuit of the Spanish company, as 
they had determined to cross the Arkansas on the 
3d of July on their way to Santa Fe. Should they 
be able to cast themselves in between the company 
and the Governor’s furces, on or near the Semerone, 
they will uudoubtedly cut them off entirely. Our in- 
formant reports a good deal of dissatisfaction exist- 
ing among the ‘Texian troops. He says there are a 
great many of intelligent men among the number, 
but a majority of rogues, ‘Their object is booty, 
which they will obtain from the Spaniards alone 


‘mies. The Sioux manifested a hostile disposition to 
jall the tribes in that quarter; and they can only be 
isecured against their incursions by the location of 
‘one or two military posts to keep them in check.— 

t. Louis Era, July 22. 


A Larce Te.escore.—Mr. Lewenberg, au optici- 
an of this city, is engaged in constructing the largest 
retracting telescope we have ever had in the coun. 
try. He has obtained from a glass manufactory at 
Boston, an 84 inch glass, which is larger than any 
in the telescopes in use here. The new telescope 
procured from Europe for West Point has a glass of 
six inches and a half, It is suid to be an excellent 
instrument, and is the largest in the country. 

We are assured, however, by Mr. Lewenberg, that 
it is not necessary to send to Europe for these glasses, 
iuasinuch as in this country, in Boston for example, 
double and treble achromatic glasses can be manu- 
factured of a larger size than they can be made in 
Europe. As we are informed by Mr. Lewenberg, it 
is already certain a twelve inch glass can be made 
here, and experments are going on from which 
hopes are entertained that a twenty-four inch glass 
can be produced. ‘This, we suppose, would make 
the largest telescope in the world. 

It is next to impossible, we are told, for the opti. 
cians of this country to obtain from Europe the ach- 
romatic, or colorless glasses, proper for telescopes, 
in their rough state. ‘he Europeans prefer to manu- 
facture the telescopes themselves. 1t will hereatter 





not be necessary to send to them for the purpose. 
We shall be able to produce, if our informant is cor- 
rect, even better than they can turnish us, and our own 
+  oftists can prepare them for telescopes.—NV. Y, Post, 
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ARMY. 


_ ota Inranrray.—Captain Johnson's company G has 
proceeded from Mackinac to Fort Brady, and relieved 
Captain Merrill's company K, which takes post at 
Fort Mackinac. 

Resienation,—Captain Nathan Darling, rifle regi- 
ment, to take effect August 31. (Captain Darling 
has been appointed sutler at Fort Jesup.) . 

This resignation will give promotion to 

Ist Lieut. L. Pike Graham te be captain, 

2d Lieut. F, Hamilton to be Ist lieutenant. 

The detachment of dragoons, under Capt. Cooke, 
which went out as an escort to the Santa Fe traders, 
has returned to Fort Leavenworth. 











AVY. 
ORDERS, 


1—Lieut. H, Eld, special duty, Washington. 
2—P. Miu. S. Bent, schr. Gallatin, as acting mas. 

P. Mid. T. H. Stevens, W. A. Bartlett, and C, 
Ap R. Jones, and Mid. G. W. Harrison, de. 
tached from brig Oregon, with leave 3 inonths. 

Mid. C, M. Fauntleroy, receiving-ship, Norfolk. 

Prof. J. H. C. Coffin, special duty, under Com. 
mander Powell. 

Gunner R. 8. King, steamer Princeton. 

3—Comm’r W. H. Gardner, command of brig Law. 
rence. 

Leave of absence one month to the officers of 
the Ontario, at Norfolk. 

Lieut. W. Chandler, ship Falmouth, New York, 
vice J. P. McKinstry, detached with 2 months 
leave. 

Lieut. W. T. Smith, Depot of Charts, &c. 

P. Mid. Daniel Ainmen, frigate Savannah. 

P. Mid. L. Gibbon, receiving-ship, Norfolk. 

4—Lieut. C. W. Morris, navy yard, Boston. 

P. Mid. T. M. Mix, rendezvous, New York. 

P. Mid. C. Vau Alstine, rendezvous, Boston. 
5—Gunner John Owins, sloop Warren, Norfolk, 
7—Leave of absence for three months to the offi. 

cers of the sloop Yorktown, at New York. 

Lieut. S. Lockwood, rendezvous, Boston. 

Lieut. W, A. Jones, navy-yard, Pensacola. 

Mid. J. B. Kinkead, receiving-ship, New York. 

Boatswain, W. Whitehead, Carpen. W. Knight, 
and Sailin’r J, Joins, sloop Warren, Norfolk. 

8—Leave of absence three months to the officers of 
the sloop-of-war Boston, at Boston. 

Ase't Sur. H. D, Taliaferro, naval hospital, Nor. 
folk. 

Mid. A. N. Smith, leave one month, having re- 
turned from coast of Brazil, and then to receiv- 
ing-ship, Boston. 

Mid. T. Pattison, order to Falmouth revoked. 

9—Comim’r Win. Ininan, command of iron steamer 
on Lake Erie. 

Lieuts. George Minor, KR. F. Pinkney, and R. 8. 
Trapier, sloop Warren, Norfolk. 

Lieut. J. H. North, steamer Union, Norfolk. 


= 





Aug. 








Vaval Intelligence. 


U. S. VESSELS OF WAR REPORTED. 


The steam-frigate Missouri, with the Hon. Mr. 
Cushing on board, bound to Alexandria, in Egypt, 
proceeded to sea from Norfolk on Saturday after- 
noon. 

Home Sevapreon.—The following is a list of the 
officers of the ship Independence, now on a cruise to 
the Northeastern coast. 

Commodore, Charles Stewart, Commanding Home 
Squadron. 





Captain, Isaac McKeever. 

Lieutenants, Sidney Smith Lee, James Findley 
Schenck, James S. Palmer, Francis Huger, Albert 
A. Holcomb, Augustus S. Baldwin. 

Fleet Surgeon, James M. Green. 

Assistant Surgeons, James M. Minor, Charles H. 
Wheelwright. 

. Purser, Francis B. Stockton. 

Chaplain, Jos. Stockbridge. 

Master, James S. Biddle. 

Passed Midshipmen, Foxhall A. Parker, jr., Court- 
landt Benham, Bayse Newcomb Westcott, Charles 
Maninghault Morris, A. Jackson Drake. 

Professor, James Mayor. 

Midshipmen, Gustavus V. Fox, Frederick W. Col} 
by, John P. Bankhead, Alphonse Barbot, Robert 


| Milligan, Edward Allen, Henry St. George Hunter, 


Alexander J. Mitchell, Wm. S. Cushman, 
Commodore’s Secretary, Charles T. Stewart. 
Commodore’s Clerk, Albert B. Ashton. 

, Purser’s Clerk, John Salter. a 
The brig Somers was at Cape Haytien 18th ult., 

to sail for St. Marc, St. Domingo, soon. 

Brazit Squapron.—A letter from the agent of the 
underwriters of Baltimore, dated Montevideo, June 
6, 1843, says: 

The U. S. ship John Adams, at anchor near this 
port, parted two of her chains during the gale. ‘The 
U. S. schooner Enterprise arrived yesterday from 
Rio Janeiro in a leaky condition, and reported the 
gale as exceedingly heavy off the coast. She was 
obliged to throw some of her guns overboard, I 
much fear that great damage has been sustained on 
the coast not yet known. 

Paciric Squapron.—Sloop-of-war Yorktown, J. 8. 
Nicholas, Esq., commander, arrived at New York 
on Friday afternoon, the 4th instant, from the Paci- 
fic, having left Mazatlan on the 15th of February, 
Valparaiso on the 2d of May, and Rio Janeiro on the 
27th of June. Left at Valparaiso U. S. ship United 
States. The ship Constellation was expected there. 

The following is a list of her officers: 

Commander, J. 8. Nicholas; Lieutenants, P. Dray- 
ton, C. W. Pickering, and C. F. McIntosh; Acting 
Master, M. K. Warrington; Surgeon, W. L. Van 
Horne; Purser, T. B. Nalle; Midshipmen, H. K. 
Stevens, P. Shirley, H. F. Warley, R. Savage, R, 
Aulick, H. G. D. Brown, and 8. S. Basset; Clerk, J. 
T. Page; Boatswain, E.Cavendy ; Gunner, J. Martinl; 
Carpenter, J. McDonnell; Sailmaker, W. Ward; 
Master’s Mate, J. Vanstanberg. 

East Inpia Squapron.—Sloop.of-war Boston, J. 
Collings Long, Esq., commander, arrived at Boston 
on Thursday afternoon, the 3d instant. She left Rio 
Janeiro June 28, 

The following is a list of her officers: 

Commander, J. Collings Long; Lieutenants, T. G. 
Benham, Henry Walke, and John F. Mercer; Act. 
ing Lieutenant, Isaac N. Brown; Acting Master, 
Red Werden; Sargeon, R. J. Dodd; Assistant 
Surgeon, J. H. Wright Acting Purser, N. G, Ro- 
gers; Midshipmen, Reuben Harris, Charles Nye R, 


) B. Lowry, S. P. Quackenbush, James B. McCauley, 


F. Gregory; Captain’s Clerk, F. Henriques; Acting 
Gunner, Elisha Whitton; Acting Boatswain, J. R. 
Fox; Acting Sailmaker, George T. Lozier; Master's 
Mate, George Lee Page. 

Arrican Squapron.—The sloop.of war Decatur, 
Commander Joel Abbot, for the coast of Africa, 
went to sea from Norfolk on Saturday, the 5th in. 
stant: 

The following is a list of her officers: 

Commander, Joel Abbot; Lieutenanis, Benjamin 
J. Totten, Samuel F. Hazard, John James Glasson, 
Edward C. Ward; Acting Master, John Q. Adams; 
Purser, Lewis Warrington, jr.; Surgeon, Lewis Wolf. 





ley; Assistant Surgeon, Charles Eversfield; Passed 
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Midshipmen, John F. Abbott, James M. Duncan; 
Midshipmen, John P. McFarland, Samuel Wallace, 
Wm. W. Lowe, Samuel B. Rathbone, Jas. E. Jouett, 
Joseph 8S. Day; Captain’s Clerk, John P. Abbot; 
Boatswain, John Mills; Gunner, Thomas Lewis; 
Acting Carpenter, Joseph G. Thomas; Sailmaker, 
Robert C. Rodman ; Purser’s Steward, George Hutch- 
inson ; Yeoman, Peter Hanson; Surgeon’s Steward, 
John Johnson. 

MepirerraNeaN Squapron.—Ship Fairfield, Capt. 
Nicholson, from Naples, was at Palermo June 14, 
All well. _ 

Store-ship Lexington, Lieut. Com’dt Glendy, ar- 
rived at Gibraltar June 17, in twenty-four days from 


_ New York, to sail next day for Mahon. All well. 





eee sues —— 
Revenue Service. 


DISMISSION. 
Ist Lieutenant Henry Drake, July 31, 1843. 





| 








Carrain WaLpDEN, oF THE Revenve Currer Mor. 
ris.—A petition is in circulation among the citizens 
of Portland, praying a reconsideration and counter. 
mand of the order recently issued for the removal of 
Captain Walden from that station to Key West. His 
acquaintance with that rugged and breaker-beaten 
coast, and with the intricate harbor of Portland, 
locked in by more than three hundred islands, has 
been effectual to the saving of many a valuable ship, 
that, but for the timely aid he offered, would have 
perished with crew and cargo. 

From the Portland American. 


Carr. Ezexie. Jones.—I perceive that this veteran 
and popular officer of the revenue service has enter. 
ed upon the command of the Morris, and that Capt. 
Walden has been ordered to the command of the 
Nautilus, at Key West. Now, however much we 
may regret the departure of Captain Walden, we can 
but admit that his successor, as an officer and a gentle. 
man, is every way qualified to fill the station so long 
and ably occupied by Capt. W. 

Some time ago Capt. Jones served upon this sta- 
tion, with ability and credit to himself, two or three 
years, and left a circle of acquaintances and warm 
personal friends, who parted with him at that time 
with regret. As to his discipline on board ship, from 
my own knowledge I cannot speak, but when here, 
and elsewhere, he ever enjoyed the well earned repu- 
tation of an excellent commander and strict discipli- 
narian. He returns to us, though with bodily infir- 
mity contracted in the service of his country, with 
the same discriminating powers of mind which have 
ever distinguished him, whether in the scorching 
wilds of Florida, or the frigid temperature of the 
north. 

It is but a simple act of justice to Captain Jones to 
say that he comes not here to supplant Captain Wal. 
den, at his own solicitation, as a few suppose ; but 
the contrary is the fact. He made application, as I 
am informed, to the Department for a station farther 
south, which would have been more congenial to his 
teelings, and conducive to the restoration of his 
health ; and he still cherishes the hope that he may 
yet obtain the station which he desires, and thus 
avoid the severe inclemency of our long and tedious 
northern winter. WwW. 


Marriages. 


At Fort Washita, July 5th, Lieut. JOHN D. 
BACON, U. 8. A., to Miss VIRGINIA L. BEALL; 
daaghter of Major Benjamin L. Beau, U.S, A. 

At Baltimore, on Wednesday, 2d instant, WASH- 
INGTON REID, U. 8. navy, to MARY, daughter 
of Tuomas WueExan, of that city. 


Deaths. cf 


At Nassua, New Providence, on the 14th ultimo, 
after an illness of four days, Purser FREDERICK 
STEVENS, U.S. navy. The deceased was a son 
of the late Commodore Tuos. Hotpur Stevens. 

At Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, on the 26th July, 
at the residence of Dr. Decamp, Mrs. Mary Av. 
Gusta, consort of Lieut. Jonn Decamp, U. 8. N., 
aged 26 years. 

At Germantown, Philadelphia county, on the 
Ist instant, Gzorce Dannanower, Senior, aged 91 
years, a soldier of the Revolution. He was in the 
battles of Germantown, Princeton, Brandywine, and 
at the massacre of Paoli. 

At Governor's Island, New York, on Monday, the 
17th instant, Epwarp De Russy Situ, aged 13 
months and 2 days, only son of Captain Cuarues J. 
Situ, U. §. army. 

At Abingdon, Va., on the 18th ult., in the 24th 
year of her age, Mrs. Louisiana S., consort of Cas. 
B. Haypen, Esq., and only daughter of the late Lt. 
W. H. Cocke, U. S. navy. 


July. ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. 


25—Lieut. W. H. Churchill, 3d artillery, Fuller’s. 
Capt. W. H. Swift, Top. Engrs., Mrs. Ulrick’s. 
27—Ass’t Sur. J. K. Barnes, army, Fuller’s. 
Ass’t Sur. W. Hammond, army, Fuller’s. 
29—Col. 'T. Cross, staff, Franklin row. 
Lieat. T. H. Porter, 4th infy., Gadsby’s. 
August. 
2—Lieut. W. T. Sherman, 3d arty., Gadsby’s. 
2—Licut. H. S. Turner, dragoons, Gadsby’s. 
Capt. J. H: Stokes, A. Q. M., Fuller’s. 
Lt. F. D. Callender, ordnance, Mrs. Latimer’s. 
Col. D. E. Twiggs, rifles, Gadsby’s. 
3—Capt. G. G. Waggerman, Com. Sub., Gadsby’s. 
4—Lieut. H. W. Merrill, rifles, Gadsby’s, 
8—John M. Galt, military storekeeper, Fuller’s. 
Lieut. J. L. Donaldson, Ist artillery, Gadsby‘s. 


FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE. 


SYNOPSIS OF THE CRUISE OF THE EX 
PLORING EXPEDITION, by its Commander, Lt. 
Charles Wilkes, with a chart, showing the tracks of 
the vessels, 

BITUMEN: its varieties, properties, and uses, 
compiled from various sources, by Lieut. H. Wager 
Halleck, U. S. Corps of Engineers, under the direc- 
tion of Col. J. G. Totten, Chief Engineer. 

SUMMARY OF THE PRINCIPAL CHINESE 
TREATISES upon the culture of the Mulberry and 
the rearing of Silk Worms. Translated from the 
Chinese. 

THE ELEMENTS AND PRACTICE OF RIG. 
GING AND SEAMANSHIP. Illustrated with 
several hundred engravings. In two quarto volumes, 
of nearly three hundred pages each. London, 1794. 
One copy; complete, in good condition—price six 
dollars. 





























ILITARY LAWS OF THE U. S., Compiled by Col. T. 
Cross of the U. S. Army, full bound, $2 50, in boards 82 


per copy. For sale. 
Jan 19—tf B. HOMANS. 


> PRINTING of every description promptly 








and neatly executed at this office. 











